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Global Day of Jewish Learning

Jews in 300 communities on six continents to unite in first worldwide trans-denominational and nondenominational Talmud study event

NAME OF CITY, Month ##, 2010 – [Name of Organization] announced today that it will participate in the Global Day of Jewish Learning, the first worldwide, trans-denominational and nondenominational event devoted to Jewish learning.  As momentum builds towards the culmination of Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz’s 45-year quest to translate the Talmud, nearly 300 Jewish communities on six continents are planning study programs on the Global Day of Jewish Learning, Sunday, November 7, to mark the occasion.  [Name of Organizations] is joining communities in Mumbai, Havana, Detroit, Miami, Bratislava, Melbourne, Rio de Janeiro, Washington, Moscow, Los Angeles, and all points in between in this historic event.

Specific events and programs will vary by community and even within communities, and will range from informal at-home “book club” style get-togethers to large panel discussions with celebrity speakers.
[Insert quote from organization leader -- rabbi, director, chair, etc. – expressing excitement about and support for the effort and urging members to participate.]
[Insert local event information here] 

A uniquely unifying endeavor, the effort counts among its supporting partners the governing bodies, leadership, and ordaining institutions of the Reform, Conservative, and Orthodox movements of Judaism, as well as the leadership of the Reconstructionist Rabbinical Association.

In advance of the November 7 events, the website www.TheGlobalDay.org launched June 15 as part of the effort to engage everyone from the most secular "cultural" Jews to the most religiously observant Jews in a provocative global dialogue about Judaism's take on “Big Questions” like good and evil, heaven and hell, sex and relationships, and more.  “Big Questions” have come from notable sources such as Dr. Ruth Westheimer, Craigslist founder Craig Newmark, and the beloved character Grover from Sesame Street.  Rabbi Steinsaltz’s responses to each question have become launching points for online discussions among Jews of all backgrounds.  

The November 7 date was selected to coincide with Rabbi Steinsaltz's completion of the 45th and final volume of his translation and commentary on the Talmud, a monumental task he began in 1965, at age 27.

“The Talmud belongs to all Jews, and not just a special sect or elite group,” said Rabbi Steinsaltz.  “Through the power of these translations and the power of modern technology, we are awakening Jews to their shared heritage.”

“It is fair to say that no one since Rashi – the 11th century pivotal interpreter of Jewish texts – has anyone accomplished such a task,” said Ilan Kaufthal, Chair of the Global Day, referring to Rabbi Steinsaltz’s Talmud commentary and translation.  “This is a truly historic achievement, which is why so many diverse Jewish communities from every corner of the world are excited to be involved.”

Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz is a distinguished scholar, teacher, mystic, and social critic.  He has written some 60 books and hundreds of articles on the Talmud, Kabbalah and Chasidut.  His works have been translated into English, Russian, French, Portuguese, Spanish, Swedish, Italian, Chinese and Japanese.

Along with the Aleph Society, organizing partners of the Global Day of Jewish Learning include: the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee; the Jewish Community Center Association; Jewish Education Service of North America; Jewish Federations of North America; Hillel: The Foundation for Jewish Campus Life; and the Shefa Institute.  Visit www.TheGlobalDay.com for the full list of partners.

The Aleph Society was established in 1988 to support Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz's mission to make the Talmud and other sources of Jewish knowledge accessible to all Jews.  The organization also represents the central branch of his schools and educational centers throughout the world.  The Aleph Society’s projects provide all Jews direct access to Rabbi Steinsaltz's teachings, and as a result, tens of thousands of Jews are learning what it means to be Jewish, identifying with their people and obtaining full access to the richness of their heritage.

For more information, visit www.TheGlobalDay.com. 
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