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We often need to experience the extraordinary in order 
to reawaken us to the significance of the ordinary.

—Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz
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Nidah 31a
Rav Yosef expounded:
What is the meaning of the
verse, “I give thanks to You
O Lord though you were
harsh with me; Your wrath
has turned back and You
comfort me,” (Isaiah 12:1).
To what is the verse refer-
ring? It is referring to two
people who left home on a
business trip. One of them
got stuck with a thorn, and
as a result could not con-
tinue on the journey. As
soon as his friend left, the
injured party started to
curse his bad luck. A few
days later he heard that 
his friend’s boat had sunk, 
and he had been saved
because of the “cursed”
thorn. He began to express
gratitude and praise for the
small pain that the thorn
had caused him. Thus it is
written: “Your wrath has
turned back and You com-
fort me.” Just as Rabbi
Elazar said: “What is the
meaning of: ‘Blessed be
the Lord God, God of 
Israel who makes miracles
alone? And blessed be His
as Rabbi Elazar said:
Glorious Name forever?’”
(Psalms 72:18-19)—Even
the one who is granted the
miracle is unaware of it! 

Nidah Navigator
o In interpreting a verse
from Isaiah, this Talmudic
passage defines personal miracles. How does 
this parable interpret the verse in Isaiah?  

Nedarim 41a
Rabbi Alexandri said in the
name of Rabbi Hiyya Bar
Abba: How much greater the
miracle that is made for one
who is ill than the miracle per-
formed for Hanania, Mishael
and Azariah (who were saved
from the fiery furnace). For in
their miracle they were saved
from the fire of a mortal that
anyone is capable of extin-
guishing. A sick person, how-
ever, when one has a fever
that is considered heat that
comes from heaven; who can
extinguish that?

Nedarim Navigator
Miracles are often associated
with pyrotechnics and the
supernatural. The Talmudic
passage above offers a differ-
ent perspective. 
o Why is the miracle of a bro-
ken fever greater than that of
the salvation of three people
from a fiery furnace?
o Why does the Talmud need
to make this point?
o What is the most important
component of a miracle if the
supernatural is taken out of
the picture?

Ta’anit Navigator
o Why did the rains come
in this passage?
o Is it a coincidental or a
miraculous happening?
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Ta’anit 23a-b
Abba Hilkiah was a grandson of Honi the
Circle-Drawer, and whenever the world was
in need of rain the Rabbis sent a message
to him and he prayed and rain fell. Once
there was an urgent need for rain and the
Rabbis sent to him a couple of scholars [to
ask him] to pray for rain…He said to his
wife, “I know the scholars have come on
account of rain. Let us go up to the roof
and pray; perhaps the Holy One, Blessed
be He, will have mercy and rain will fall,
without having credit given to us.” They
went up to the roof; he stood in one corner
and she in another; at first the clouds
appeared over the corner where his wife
stood. When he came down he said to 
the scholars, “Why have you scholars come
here?” They replied: “The Rabbis have sent
us to you, Sir, [to ask you] to pray for rain.”
Thereupon he exclaimed, “Blessed be God,
who has made you no longer dependent on
Abba Hilkiah.” They replied: “We know that
the rain has come on your account, but tell
us, Sir, the meaning of these mysterious
acts of yours, which are bewildering to
us.... Why, Sir, did the clouds appear first in
the corner where your wife stood and then
in your corner?”  [He replied]: “Because a
wife stays at home and gives bread to the
poor that they can at once enjoy while I
give them money which they cannot at
once enjoy. Or perhaps it may have to do
with certain robbers in our neighborhood; I
prayed that they might die, but she prayed
that they might repent [and they did].”
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Brachot 54a
If one sees a place where miracles have been wrought for
Israel, he should say, “Blessed be He who wrought miracles
for our ancestors in this place…”

From where is this rule derived? Rabbi Yochanan said:
“Because Scripture says, ‘And Jethro said, Blessed be the
Lord who has delivered you,’ etc.” (Exodus 18:10).

And is a blessing said only for a miracle that is
performed for a large group, but not for an individual? 

What of the case of the man who was once traveling
through Eber Yemina when a lion attacked him, but he was
miraculously saved, and when he came before Raba, Raba
said to him, “Whenever you pass that place say, “Blessed
be He who wrought for me a miracle in this place.”  

There was the case, too, of Mar the son of Rabina who
was once going through the valley of Araboth and was
suffering from thirst and a well of water was miraculously
created for him and he drank. 

Another time he was going through the marketplace of
Mahoza when a wild camel attacked him and at that
moment the wall of a house at that place caved in and he
escaped inside.

After that, whenever he came to Araboth he used to
say, “Blessed be He who wrought for me miracles in
Araboth [because the well was provided for him], and when
he passed through the marketplace of Mahoza he would
say, “Blessed be He who wrought for me miracles with a
camel and in Araboth.”

The answer [is that] for a miracle done to a large group,
it is the duty of everyone to say a blessing. For a miracle
done to an individual, he alone is required to say a blessing.

Brachot Navigator
o What is the purpose of acknowledging personal miracles
at the exact place instead of on the anniversary of the
event?
o Why do we acknowledge collective miracles, even if we
did not personally experience them?
o What is the one thing that all miracles have in common?

Additional Questions 
for Discussion

The following are general questions that can
be used to trigger discussion among your-
selves, either with a chevruta (study partner)
or in a larger group.

1. What gives an event the status of a
miracle? For instance, the receiving of the
Torah is a momentous occasion, but would
you consider it a miracle?

2. On the previous page Abba Hilkiah is able
to make it rain, something the entire
community requires. The Talmud in Nidah
recounts the miracle of literally “missing the
boat.” The Talmud in Nedarim speaks of
the miracle of healing from sickness. Why
are these all considered miracles? 

3. Can you come up with a broad definition of
when something should be considered
miraculous?

4. According to Talmudic definitions, are
miracles part of present-day reality, and why?

5. Given the material we have learned,
miracles can be reduced to the point where
they are part of the banalities of everyday
life. Alternatively, they can be so rarefied
that they are considered mythical and not
something that is now part of human
experience. The words from the Talmud
were written over fifteen hundred years
ago. Has science challenged the notion of
the miraculous in a world of reason?

6. Have you had personal experiences that
would fit the Talmudic definition of
“miraculous”? Please describe.
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Exodus 4:1-8
But Moses spoke up and
said, “What if they do not
believe me and they do not
listen to me, but say: The
Lord did not appear to
you”? The Lord said to
Him, “What is that in your
hand?” And he replied “A
rod.” He said, “Cast it on
the ground.” He cast it on
the ground and it became
a snake; and Moses
recoiled from it. Then the
Lord said to Moses, “Put
out your hand and grasp it
by the tail”—he put out his
hand and seized it, and it
became a rod in his hand
“that they may believe that
the Lord, the God of their
fathers, the God of
Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of
Jacob, did appear to you.”

Deuteronomy 13:2-4
If there appears among
you a prophet or a dream
diviner and he gives you a
sign or a portent, saying
“Let us follow and worship
another god”—whom you
have not experienced—
even if the sign or portent
that he named to you
comes true, do not heed
the words of that prophet or that dream diviner. For the Lord your God is testing you to see whether you love the Lord your
God with all your heart and soul.

Gittin 56b
“And he said: Where is their God, the rock in whom they trusted?” This verse refers to the wicked Titus who blasphemed
and insulted Heaven. What did he do? He took a harlot by the hand and entered the Holy of Holies and spread out a scroll
of the Law and committed a sin on it. He then took a sword and slashed the curtain. Miraculously, blood spurted out, and he
thought that he had slain the Holy One, Himself, as it says, “Your adversaries have roared in the midst of Your assembly, they
have set up their ensigns for signs.”

Ta’anit 18b
What is Trajan's [Day]? It was said: When
Trajan was about to execute Lulianus and
his brother Pappus in Laodicea (Lydia) he
said to them, “If you are of the people of
Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, let your
God come and deliver you from my hands,
in the same way as He delivered Hananiah,
Mishael and Azariah from the hands of
Nebuchadnezzar”; and to this they replied:
“Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah were per-
fectly righteous men and they merited that
a miracle should be performed for them,
and Nebuchadnezzar also was a king wor-
thy for a miracle to be performed through
him, but as for you, you are a common and
wicked man and are not worthy that a mir-
acle be performed through you; and as for
us, the Omnipresent has ordained that we
deserve to die, and if you will not kill us,
the Omnipresent has many other agents of
death. The Omnipresent has in His world
many bears and lions who can attack us
and kill us; the only reason why the Holy
One, blessed be He, has handed us over
into your hand is that at some future time
He may punish you in exchange for our
blood.” Despite this he killed them. It is
reported that hardly had they moved from
there when two officials arrived from Rome
and split his skull with clubs.

Ta’anit Navigator
o What are the criteria for
deserving a miracle?
o Why is Nebuchadnezzar in
this category, but Trajan is not?
o How does this passage
challenge your understanding
of what a miracle is?

Gittin Navigator
o Why is God performing
miracles for Titus?
o According to this story,
how would you define what a
miracle is?

Exodus Navigator
o What is the purpose of the
“sign” God gives to Moses?
o Would this ability given to
Moses fit into what you
consider a miracle? Why? Or
why not?

Deuteronomy Navigator
o Given the story in 
Gittin and Ta’anit, how 
does one understand this
commandment? When do 
we believe in signs and when
are we supposed to be
suspicious?
o What is the purpose of
supernatural signs given by
false prophets? Why does God
allow it?



Maimonides, Rambam, Fundamental Concepts of the Torah 8:1-2
Israel did not believe Moses because of the signs Moses performed. For one who believes because of signs and wonders
is deeply flawed, because signs could be performed through sorcery. The miracles that Moses performed were of necessity
and not to prove the truth of prophecy… 

Moses knew that anyone who believes [solely] because of signs is tainted and will be doubted, and expressed a
reluctance to go by saying, "But behold they will not believe me." God told him that these signs will [continue to be
performed and] applied only until they had left Egypt and assembled at Mount Sinai, whereupon any doubt will vanish, and
also assured him that [at Mount Sinai] He will give signs that Moses had been sent by God in truth from the [very] beginning,
and that no doubt will remain. 

Maimonides Navigator
o Of all the sources you have read, which one seems to echo what Maimonides says, and why?
o Why is Maimonides suspicious of supernatural signs seemingly ordained by men?
o Take everything you have learned and try to write a working definition of what constitutes a miracle.
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Many dream of what they might do if they were to be granted three wishes. Others have already spent the money

they have yet to win in the lottery. The charm of having one’s life transformed in a moment captures the imaginations

of most of us. The Sages have insights on the consequences of miracles, and whether they are always desirable.

The following Talmudic passages talk about the cost of miracles, and their sometimes negative consequences.

Ta’anit 25a
Rabbi Hanina ben Dosa’s wife asked:
“How much longer must we suffer so?”

He asked her: “What should we do?”
She answered: “Let’s ask for mercy

that something should be given to you.”
He begged for mercy, and a vision of

a hand came forth and offered him one
leg of a golden table. 

She saw in a dream that in the future
the righteous would eat on a three-
legged golden table, but they would eat
on a two legged table of gold.

After she told him the dream, he said
to her: “Are you comfortable with the
fact that the whole world will eat on a
table that is complete and we will eat on
a table that is lacking?”

She asked: “What should we do?”
He answered: “Let us beg for mercy

and have Him take it from us!”
On this, they remarked that the sec-

ond miracle was greater than the first
one. For we have a tradition that gifts
come from heaven, but they are never
taken back… 

Levy declared a public fast, but the
rains didn’t come. 

He called out to God: “Sovereign of
the Universe, You went up and sat in
the heavens, and yet You have no
mercy on your children?

The rains came, but as a result, he
became lame.
Thus Rabbi Elazar said: “One should

never direct words of rebuke toward
heaven. For a great man once did this,
and he became crippled.”

Ta’anit Navigator
o What is the relationship between a
miracle that happens in this world
and the reward one gets in the world
to come?
o How did Rabbi Hanina’s wife’s
dream help her to be reconciled with
her poverty?
o Do you think that the notion that
miracles are given but not taken back
only applies to miracles or to other
things as well?
o What tone does Levy use when no
miracle is forthcoming?
o Why did these words cause him to
be punished?
o What is the logic of punishing the
one who asks but still granting the
request?

Shabbat Navigator
o How do you understand what
vexes Abayye about this “miracle”?
o Why does it not bother Rav Yosef?
o How would you respond if a similar
“miracle” happened for you?

Megilla Navigator
o Had Rabba not prayed, one can
assume no miracle would be forth-
coming. What is the connection
between prayers and miracles?
o Rav Zera does not accept Rabba’s
invitation. Why does he think it will
necessarily be a repeat of what hap-
pened last year?
o What can we learn about Rabba
and Rav Zera’s respective approaches
to miracles?

Shabbat 53b 
The Sages taught: Once a
man’s wife had died leaving
behind an infant in need of
nursing, and he had no
money to provide for a wet
nurse. A miracle occurred for
him and his breast opened up
as the breasts of a woman,
and he nursed his son.

Rav Yosef said: “Come
and see how great a man this
is. Such a miracle!”

Abayyeh said to him: “On
the contrary, how terrible is
this man that the order of cre-
ation was perverted.”

Megilla 7b
Rabba and Rav Zera were
sharing a Purim feast. They
got drunk. Rabba got up and
slaughtered Rav Zera. The
following day, he begged for
mercy and Rav Zera lived
again. A year later, Rabba
said to Rav Zera: “Let’s get
together and have another
Purim feast together!” Rav
Zera answered: “One cannot
rely on miracles every year!”
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Look Closely and
Select a Book
WHY THIS BOOK WAS SELECTED 
o Bright, colorful pictures 
o Simple text 
o Depicts multi-ethnic children celebrating

Hanukkah—illustrations joyfully portray the
diversity of today’s Jewish families 

o Highlights many aspects of traditional
Hanukkah celebrations 

Identify Big Ideas
VALUES TO HIGHLIGHT
1. Hiddur mitzvah: ways to beautify and

enhance the celebration of Hanukkah 
2. Pirsum ha-nes: publicizing the Miracle-

finding ways to make the meaning and 
miracles of Hanukkah visible to all 

3. Celebrating Jewish life with joy! 

GOALS OF PROGRAM
1. To familiarize families with some of the 

traditional rituals and customs of Hanukkah 
2. To encourage families to think about new

ways of celebrating the holiday of Hanukkah 
3. For families to create an object—a safety

menorah lighter—which will enable children 
to play a more active role in the celebration 
of Hanukkah 

Hanukkah Lights 
David Martin 

Age Appropriate:
6 months–3 years

Class Length:
30–45 minutes

Miracles

This book-based Program curriculum was developed by The PJ Library.

The L-I-S-T-E-N rubric was initially developed by Ina S.G. Regosin, Director, Hebrew College,
Early Childhood Institute, with input from Rachel Raz and Sherry Grossman.

Program submitted by Vivian Newman, Western Ma.: vivian@hgf.org 

Hanukkah Lights
www.theglobalday.com
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Set the Scene 
{ Introductory Activity }

Station Explorations—Exploring Some of the Symbols of Hanukkah

Note: When programming for very young children, having multiple activities at the ready helps keep
the youngest engaged. 

I
n this opening activity, families will visit 3 separate stations, where they will touch, explore, and play
with various Hanukkah objects. Each station will focus on one Hanukkah symbol and will include 
several place cards and/or handouts that will describe some activities which families might like to try.

Depending on one’s space and the ages of the children expected, the stations can be arranged at
tables or can be set up on the floor, using large tablecloths spread out on the floor and placed in sep-
arate areas of the room. (Arranging stations on the floor will accommodate the youngest of participants.) 

STATION 1: EXPLORE A MENORAH 

Materials needed: 

• Variety of Hanukkah menorahs 

• Hanukkah candles 

• Homemade or store-bought play dough 

The suggestion cards/handouts at this station may contain some of the following questions, information,
and activity ideas: 
• Carefully study all of the menorahs. Can you point to your favorite one? 
• Look at all of the different colored Hannukah candles. Which color candle is your favorite? 
• Can you find ___ (state a number) of your favorite colored candles? 
• Pick a menorah and try placing candles into it. 
• There is one candle, called the shammash, which is traditionally higher or set off in some 

way from all of the other candles. Can you point to the space where the shammash will go 
on each menorah? 

• Can you pretend to use the shammash to light all of the other candles that are in the menorah? 
• Can you make your own menorah out of play dough? (One way to do this is to roll the dough 

into a snake shape, and then place 5-8 candles into the dough. Roll a large ball of dough for the
shammash (or think of some other way to make a holder for the shammash). Can you use your
shammash and pretend to light all of the candles on your play dough menorah? 

STATION 2: DOZENS OF DREIDELS

Materials needed: 
• Variety of dreidels 

• Paper or plastic cups (opaque cups, not transparent ones) 

• Cutouts of Hebrew letters—nun, gimmel, hey, shin) 

Hanukkah Lights
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The suggestion cards/handouts at this table might contain some of the following questions, information,
and activity ideas: 
• A dreidel is a type of spinning top that is traditionally played with on Hanukkah. The dreidel is said

to remind us of the games of chance that the Maccabee soldiers played while hiding in caves, 
formulating and executing plans to win back the Holy Temple in Jerusalem. 

• Can you spin a dreidel? 
• Can you catch a spinning dreidel? 
• How many dreidels can you get spinning at one time? 
• Can you point to your favorite dreidel? 
• Find a construction paper Hebrew letter. Place the letter in front of you. Can you slowly turn your

dreidel and try to find a letter on your dreidel which matches the paper letter in front of you? 
• Place 2 or 3 cups in front of you. Make sure that each cup is upside down. Hide one dreidel under

one of the cups. Slide and push the cups all around, arranging and rearranging their order. Ask your
child to point to the cup which is hiding the missing dreidel. 

STATION 3: LOTS OF LATKES 
Materials needed:
• Several homemade or store-bought frozen latkes, placed in taped sandwich bags (the bags are taped and

sealed in order to discourage the eating of the latkes) 

• Potatoes 

• Frying pans—5 or more (please note that frying pans can also be made, by attaching a cardboard handle to a
round aluminum pan) 

• Paper latkes—oval shapes cut from grocery bags or brown or white paper 

• Brown crayons 

The suggestion cards/handouts at this table might contain some of the following questions, information,
and activity ideas: 
• A latke is a type of pancake that is made from potatoes. It is fried in oil and is traditionally eaten on

Hanukkah. Can you find some potatoes and place them inside a frying pan? How many potatoes
can you fit in a frying pan? 

• Can you use a crayon and color some paper latkes? 
• Can you place an empty frying pan on the floor in front of you? Pick up several of your colored

latkes (you may use uncolored ones as well). 
• Try to toss each paper latke into the pan. How many latkes can you get to land in the pan? 

Adaptations for a Smaller Group
Two stations may be sufficient for a smaller group. Or with a smaller group (8 or fewer children) you may
opt to abandon the station idea completely, and simply invite children to examine and play with just one
type of item at a time. Once the children have thoroughly explored one ritual item, put that item away and
bring out another item. Lead the entire group through the instructions listed on each station handout card.



Miracles

The Global Day of Jewish Learning • November 7, 2010 www.theglobalday.com The PJ Library Class 4

Tell the Story

LEADER INTRODUCTION 
Invite all to join you in the reading area. Begin by saying:

“I hope that you all had fun exploring our very special Hanukkah objects. By now, I bet that you are well
on your way to becoming Hanukkah experts. Today we are going to read a book called Hanukah Lights
which will show us many different ways to celebrate Hanukkah. Before we begin our reading I’d like to
show you some of the objects which will appear in our book. Here in my pillowcase I have all kinds of
special items and goodies that we use on Hanukkah. Let’s take a look at these items and see if we can
share what we know about each one.”

Below is a description of some of the items which may be placed inside the bag pillowcase. 

o Menorah (ideally 2 kinds—one for candles and one for oil)—Here I have a ________. What do we put
in these menorahs? 

o Yes, candles. Where do we put the candles?___ In the spaces or holes that are provided. (Put in one
candle. The first candle should go into the space on the menorah which would be on the far right if
you were standing facing the menorah.) There is one space on this menorah for one very special can-
dle. The special candle that I’m thinking of has a very important job. It lights all of the other candles.
Do you know what that candle is called? Do you know where it goes? (Place shammash in its prop-
er place.) Do you know how many nights we celebrate Hanukkah for? Let’s count the candle spaces
and see. (Count out 8 spaces.) Each night we light one more candle. (Demonstrate by putting can-
dles in.) On the first night we take our shammash and light one candle. On the second night, we put
2 candles in our menorah and light 2 candles (demonstrate how this is done). On the third night we
light ___candles. (Continue placing candles in and pretending to use the shammash to light them.) 

Advance Preparations:

o Using a scanner or a color photocopier, enlarge
each page of the book. 

o Prepare a paper cutout of a menorah. This meno-
rah should have Velcro attached to the top of each
candle space. If you will be displaying this meno-
rah on a flannel board, be certain to attach Velcro
to the back of the menorah as well. 

o Cut out 9 paper candles—each candle should 
be cut from a different patterned paper or 
wrapping paper 

o Using orange tissue or construction paper, cut 
out flames which can fit atop each candle 

Materials/Props Needed:

• pillowcase 

• Menorah (or two mennorahs—one candle menorah
and one oil menorah) 

• Hanukkah candles 

• Small jars of oil (may be purchased on line from
Judaica.com) 

• A large dreidel 

• Frozen potato latkes, sealed in a plastic bag 

• Chocolate Hanukkah gelt 

• Paper cutout of a menorah 

• 9 paper candles 

• Paper flames (optional) 

• Flannel board (optional) 

Hanukkah Lights
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(If the audience is still attentive, you may want to show the oil menorah. Keep in mind that the expla-
nation for the oil menorah will probably most interest the adults in the audience. Children, however, will
remained interested in the oil menorah, if you fill it with oil or placed prefilled oil containers into the 
candle spaces, and actually light the menorah. As you light the oil menorah you can explain that 
on Hanukkah, some people use oil rather than candles to light their menorahs. People use oil in their
menorahs in order to more literally and visually commemorate one of the major miracles of Hanukkah—
the miracle that oil which should have lasted for only one day burned for 8 days.)

Additional items to take from bag/pillowcase: 
o Dreidel: the spinning top that we play with on Hanukkah 
o Latke: the special potato pancake that we eat on Hanukkah 
o Chocolate Hanukkah gelt: another treat that we eat on Hanukkah. (You can show the chocolate

that’s inside. If parents are willing, you may pass out a piece of gelt to each child.) 

Now that we’ve taken a look at all of these special Hanukkah objects, I think that we’re ready to read
our book. I wonder how many of these objects we will find in our book. 

Adaptations for Group Size and Age
Because of the young ages of the program participants, it is quite likely that the children may have a hard
time sitting and remaining focused as each of the Hanukkah items are pulled from the bag. Various move-
ment games may be introduced as each item is displayed. These games may also come in handy during the
subsequent reading of the story. 

MOVEMENT GAMES (which may be introduced as needed throughout the program) 

o Spin Like a Dreidel Game: Encourage participants to spin like a dreidel as you sing dreidel-related
songs. Ask participants to drop to the floor, or topple over whenever you say “stop.” 

o Melting Candle Game: Participants clasp their hands together and raise them above their heads. As
the candles burn, the children gently bend and slowly lower themselves to the floor. 

o Flashlight Games: Remind participants that the holiday of Hanukkah is all about light. On Hanukkah
we light the menorah to remind us of miracles. Shine a flashlight on the floor; encourage children to
run towards and jump on any light spots that come near them. Attach a sheet to a wall. Shine a bright
light in front of the sheet. Invite children to stand between the light and the sheet and jump and dance
and make shadows on the wall. (The making of shadows corresponds to one of the pages of the
Hanukkah Lights book.) 
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ACTIVE PARTICIPATION
Hold up each of the enlarged pages from the book, reading and showing the pictures
one at a time.

As each page is displayed, the children’s attention is directed to the picture of the meno-
rah on that page. Ask the children, “How many candles do we light on this night of
Hanukkah?” Count the candles with the children. 

o Place the paper menorah on the flannel board. Point to a specific child and ask him/her to come to
the flannel board and help you put the appropriate number of candles up on the board. 

o Ask another child to use the paper shammash to light each candle. As the shammash touches a 
specific candle, add a flame to the top of that candle. 

o Remember to narrate what the shammash is doing as you light the paper menorah. “Ok, it’s the third
night of Hanukkah. Let’s make sure that there are 3 candles in the menorah. Let’s pick up our 
special helper candle the shammash. Let’s watch as that shammash lights the candles.” Remove the
flames before displaying the next menorah in the book. 

Create hand motions and facial gestures to go along with several of the book’s pages: 
o On the latke page: blow on the latkes before pretending to eat them. 
o On the dreidel page: ask the children to pretend to twist their hand and spin a dreidel. 
o On the gelt page: mimic unpeeling and eating a chocolate coin. 
o On the dancing page: ask children to stand up and dance to a Hanukkah song 

(“I have a little dreidel”). 

As you reach the last page of the book, ask the children if they can tell what time of day it is. Ask the
children if the picture gives them a hint about where in the house one should light the menorah. Explain
that on Hanukkah we place our menorah in the window because we want everyone who walks by our
house to know that it is Hanukkah. When we display our menorahs in the window we are performing a
special mitzvah called Pirsum ha-nes—we are publicizing the miracle of Hanukkah and letting every-
one know just how special Hanukkah is. 
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Enhance the Experience 
{ Follow-up Activity }

Making a Menorah Safety Lighter 

Introduction: “Hanukkah is a very fun and special holiday.
There are so many things to do on Hanukkah and so many
good foods to eat. Can you tell me a few things that you look
forward to doing on Hanukkah? 

Today we’re going to make something which you will be able to
use every night of Hanukkah. It’s called a menorah safety lighter
and you can use this lighter to help Mom or Dad or the other
grown-ups in the house light the menorah. Does anyone
remember the name of the special candle that we use to light
all of the other candles? 

We have to be very careful when we use the shammash. 

When we light the menorah, we use matches and fire. Fire is
very hot and very dangerous. We must never ever touch match-
es, fire, or a burning candle. If we can’t touch a burning candle,
how will we be able to help light our menorah?” 

Display the lighting stick and demonstrate how we can use this
menorah safety lighter to help light the candles. “The menorah
safety lighter helps to keep our hands and fingers far away from
the fire. But remember, we can only use this safety lighter when
a grown-up is with us and is helping us.” 

Use the glue gun or tacky glue to attach the clothespin to one
side of the paint stirrer.

If you do not wish to use paints and glitter (a fun but slightly
messy experience for ones and twos), you may want to first
cover the wooden paint stirrer with foil and then glue the
clothespin onto the stirrer. 

{ Follow-up Activity }

Materials/Props Needed:

• Wooden paint stirrers (can 
usually be obtained, free of
charge, at most hardware stores) 

• Hot glue gun and glue sticks, 
or very strong glue such as 
Tacky Glue 

• Aluminum foil 

• Tempura paints (with a small
amount of glue mixed into them) 

• Paint brushes or cotton swabs 

• Glitter (which can be placed in 
a small shaker such as an empty
spice container or a small pill
bottle with holes poked into 
the top) 

• Glue or Mod Podge 

• Tissue paper shapes 

• Hanukkah candles 

• Clothespins (the type with a metal
spring that opens and closes) 

• Stickers 

Directions: 

1. Parent and child select a paint
stirrer to decorate 

2. Children can decorate their 
lighting stick in several 
different ways: 

They may paint their stirrer and
then use a shaker to sprinkle
glitter on top 

OR: They may decorate a foil-
covered paint stirrer by attaching
stickers to the foil 

OR: They may spread glue or
Mod Podge onto the foil and
then place tissue paper shapes
on top of the glue. Once the tis-
sue paper is in place, spread an
additional layer of glue on top of
the shapes. Sprinkle on glitter. 

Adaptations

Older children
May enjoy using a combination of paints, stickers, and collage
materials on their paint stirrers. 

Younger children
Should probably just use one type of material on their paint stirrers. 

Hanukkah Lights
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Nurture the Family 
Prepare a Hanukkah booklet for the families to take home. Ideally, the booklet should include: 
o instructions and pictures depicting how to light a menorah 
o a copy of the blessings for lighting the candles 
o directions for playing the dreidel game and a recipe for latkes 
o a listing of websites which will provide families with additional information on Hanukkah 

Let parents know of upcoming events. Be sure to give them a list of additional family Hanukkah 
celebrations which will be occurring within the community. 

{ Try This at Home }

WEB SITES
Hanukkah Customs, Practices, and Information:
Akhlah: The Jewish Children’s Learning Network 
www.akhlah.com/ 

Preschool Education Music and Songs:
Hanukkah 
www.preschooleducation.com/shanukkah.shtml 
www.myjewishlearning.com/ 

Web sites which will provide recordings 
of popular Hanukkah songs: 
JCC Associations Early Childhood
Curriculum Project “This New Month” 
www.jccathisnewmonth.org/5769/kislev/
kislevson3.asp 
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