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A Word from… 
Dr. Yonatan Mirvis, FMAMS International Director, and 
Judy Mars Kupchan, FMAMS North American Director

The entire Florence Melton Adult Mini-School family is proud to be a partner and a participant in The Global Day
of Learning, in celebration of the completion of Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz’s monumental work. This is truly a milestone
for the Jewish global learning community.

November 7 has additional significance for this community: it is Florence Melton’s birthday. Florence, z”l, who passed
away in 2007 at the age of 95, left us a rich legacy of Jewish learning for adults, and we are all the beneficiaries. 

This lesson from the curriculum which bears Florence’s name is but a small glimpse into the results of her
extraordinary vision to bring high quality, pluralistic, text-based learning to Jewish adults. 

The experience in Jewish learning in which you are about to engage should be attributed to Florence Melton. May
her memory be a source of great blessing for us all.
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A Word from… 
Rabbi Morey Schwartz, FMAMS Director of Curriculum and Faculty Development

On behalf of the Florence Melton Adult Mini-Schools, it is our pleasure to submit a modified lesson from our core
curriculum for study as part of the Global Day of Learning 2010. This particular lesson, entitled Talmud Torah
(Study of Torah), serves as the concluding lesson of our first year course, Purposes of Jewish Living. Our core
adult studies curriculum is made up of four courses, all of them text-based. While the texts included in our cur-
riculum span the generations, from biblical texts to contemporary ones, this specific lesson centers on a number
of texts from the Mishnah and the Talmud, making it particularly appropriate for this celebration of Rabbi Adin
Steinsalz’s great accomplishment, his completion of a Hebrew commentary and translation of the entire
Babylonian Talmud.

Mini-School faculty members are presented with BOTH texts and analyses as they appear here. The analyses
assist the teacher in preparing to teach the lesson, stimulating thought about the texts, their content and organi-
zation. The students are given ONLY the texts, and following a close in-class reading they share their own
thoughts and further questions on each text. Often students uncover further dilemmas that arise from the texts.
Teachers are not required to cover all of the texts in class, but rather they are encouraged to choose texts and
that are reflective of their own interests and intellectual quandaries, in a way that will convey to their students their
own personal excitement about Jewish text study. Mini-School teaching is NOT frontal. An excellent lesson is one
in which the students voices are heard throughout the lesson. The goal is not to achieve consensus about the
meaning of the texts, but rather to raise awareness of the plurality of possible understandings that can arise from
engaging study.

This lesson presents for study rabbinic texts that extol the added-value of Torah study. May this Global Day of
Learning inspire us all to make the study of Torah an even more central part of our lives.
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Texts

Text 1

{ Mishnah, Avot 2:5 }

[Compilation of teachings of 3rd century BCE – 3rd century CE scholars in Eretz Yisrael (Tanna’im); compiled and edited by

Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi]

He [Hillel] used to say: A boor cannot be fearful of sin, nor can an ignoramus be pious.

Text 2

{ Babylonian Talmud, Kiddushin 40b }

[Compilation of teachings of 3-6th century scholars in Babylonia (Amora’im); final redaction in the 6–7th centuries]

Rabbi Tarfon and the elders were already gathered in the upper floor of Nitza’s house in Lod when this
question was posed to them: Is study greater or is practice greater? Rabbi Tarfon answered: Practice
is greater. Rabbi Akiva replied: Study is greater. The rest of the elders answered: Study is greater,
since study leads to practice.
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Text 3

{ Mishnah, Avot 5:26 }

[Compilation of teachings of 3rd century BCE – 3rd century CE scholars in Eretz Yisrael (Tanna’im); compiled and edited by Rabbi

Yehudah HaNasi]

Ben Bag Bag said: Turn it over and over for everything is contained within it. Delve into it, grow old and
frail in it. Do not depart from it for there is no pursuit better for you than it.

Text 4

{ Mishnah, Avot 6:2 }

[Compilation of teachings of 3rd century BCE—3rd century CE scholars in Eretz Yisrael (Tanna’im); compiled and edited by

Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi]

For no man is free unless he occupies himself in the study of Torah.
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Text 5

{ Sifrei, Deuteronomy (Devarim) Piska 306 }

[Midrash Halakhah to the books of Numbers (Bamidbar) and Deuteronomy (Devarim); compilation of teachings of Tanna’im, edited

in 4–5th century Eretz Yisrael]

“As showers fall upon the tender grass” [Deut. (Devarim) 32:2]—Just as these showers fall on the tender
grass, causing it to sprout up and grow, so words of Torah raise you up and make you grow... “As heavy
rains upon the fully-grown grass” (Ibid.)—Just as the heavy rains fall on the fully-grown grass, refreshing
it and filling it out, so words of Torah refresh you and fill you out.

Text 6

{ Babylonian Talmud, Bava Kama 82a }

[Compilation of teachings of 3-6th century scholars in Babylonia (Amora’im); final redaction in the 6-7th centuries]

. . . It was taught: “And they went three days in the wilderness and found no water” [Exod. (Shemot) 15:22].
Those who interpret the law metaphorically explain that “water” refers here to the Torah as it says: “Ho,
everyone that thirsts, come to the water” [Isaiah (Yishayahu) 55:1]. Since they had gone three days without
Torah, they became exhausted.
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Text 7

{ Shir haShirim Rabbah, 1: 19 }

[Midrash Aggadah to Song of Songs (Shir haShirim); compiled in Eretz Yisrael between the 5–7th centuries]

The words of Torah are compared to water... Just as water stretches from one end of the world to
the other . . . so Torah extends from one end of the world to the other; . . . Just as water is a source 
of life for the world... so Torah is a source of life for the world; . . . Just as water falls from heaven . . .
so Torah is from heaven; . . . Just as water restores the soul . . . so does Torah; . . . Just as water 
purifies man from ritual impurity . . . so Torah purifies man from ritual impurity; . . . Just as rainwater
falls drop by drop and together the drops form a river, so with Torah—a man learns two laws today
and two tomorrow . . . until he becomes likes an overflowing stream. Just as water does not taste
sweet if man is not thirsty, so Torah is not sweet unless one labors in it. Just as water leaves a high
place and flows to a low one, so the Torah leaves one who is haughty and cleaves to one who is
modest. Just as water keeps well not in a vessel of silver or gold, but rather in the most common of
vessels, so Torah resides only in one who makes himself like an earthenware vessel. Just as with
water a great man is not ashamed to say to a simple man, “Give me some water,” so with Torah a
great scholar is not ashamed to ask a lesser one, “Teach me one chapter, one matter, one verse, or
even one letter.”
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Text 8

{ Mishnah, Pe’ah 1:1 }

[Compilation of teachings of 3rd century BCE – 3rd century CE scholars in Eretz Yisrael (Tanna’im); compiled and edited by

Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi]

These are the commandments for which no definite quantity is prescribed: pe’ah (leaving the corners
of the field for the poor), the offering of the first fruits, the burnt offering of the pilgrim to the
Temple, acts of kindness, and the study of Torah. These are the deeds for which man enjoys 
the fruits of his labor in this world while the principal remains for him in the World to Come: 
honoring one’s parents, giving charity, and making peace between people. But the study of Torah
is equivalent to all of them combined.

Key Terms
o Keriat haTorah. The public reading of the Torah in the presence of a minyan.

o Talmud Torah. The study of Torah. A positive biblical command. The term was adopted by voluntary

associations that fostered religious education; it was also applied to their schools, and ultimately to 

Jewish religious schools in general.
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