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The World is a Human Responsibility 

Is a Man a Tree of the Field?

The PJ Library: Joseph Had a Little Overcoat

We speak about "humanity" and "nature" as if we exist in one way, and the rest of the world
exists in a different way. This dichotomy between man and nature is neither simple nor accurate.

Granted, nature without the presence of man would be very different; yet humanity, although
unique and distinct, is still part of nature. Whether we define nature as the totality of existence,

or as the set of laws that govern it—we are included in it. 

—Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz

www.theglobalday.com

  



Genesis 1:26-28  

And God said, “Let us make man in our
image, after our likeness; and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over
the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and
over all the earth, and over every creeping
thing that creeps upon the earth.” So God
created man in His own image, in the image
of God created He him; male and female He
created them. And God blessed them, and
God said to them, “Be fruitful, and multiply,
and replenish the earth, and subdue it; and
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and
over the birds of the air, and over every 
living thing that moves upon the earth.”

The World is a Human Responsibility

There are two callings with which humanity struggles. One is the human 
tendency to conquer nature. This desire motivates much creativity, from the 
domestication of animals in ancient times, to genetic engineering and 
other technological wonders in our day. However, the other pull we feel is 
to protect nature for posterity. Is nature’s duty to fulfill human needs? If so, 
why do we need to protect our world?

The Torah uses different descriptions when presenting the creation of Adam in
Chapters one and two in Genesis..  Let’s look at these differences in the original 
sources.

Genesis 2:5-15                                   Genesis 1:26-28
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And God said, “Let us make man in our 

image, after our likeness; and let them have 

dominion over the fish of the sea, and over 

the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and

over all the earth, and over every creeping 

thing that creeps upon the earth”. So God

created man in His own image, in the image 

of God created He him; male and female He 

created them. And God blessed them, and 

God said to them, “Be fruitful, and multiply,

and replenish the earth, and subdue it; and 

have dominion over the fish of the sea, and 

over the birds of the air, and over every living 

thing that moves upon the earth.” 
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And every plant of the field before it was in 
the earth, and every herbof the field before it 
grew; for the Lord God had not caused it to 
rain upon the earth, and there was not a man 
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man of the dust of the ground, and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life; and man 
became a living soul. And the Lord God 
planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there 
he put the man whom he had formed...And 
the Lord God took the man, and put him into 
the garden of Eden to cultivate it and to keep 
it. 

Genesis 2:5-15  

And every plant of the field before it was in
the earth, and every herb of the field before
it grew; for the Lord God had not caused it
to rain upon the earth, and there was not a
man to till the ground…And the Lord God
formed man of the dust of the ground, and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life;
and man became a living soul. And the Lord
God planted a garden eastward in Eden;
and there he put the man whom he had
formed...And the Lord God took the man,
and put him into the garden of Eden to 
cultivate it and to keep it.

The World is a Human Responsibility

There are two callings with which humanity struggles. One is the human 
tendency to conquer nature. This desire motivates much creativity, from the 
domestication of animals in ancient times, to genetic engineering and 
other technological wonders in our day. However, the other pull we feel is 
to protect nature for posterity. Is nature’s duty to fulfill human needs? If so, 
why do we need to protect our world?

The Torah uses different descriptions when presenting the creation of Adam in
Chapters one and two in Genesis..  Let’s look at these differences in the original 
sources.
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image, after our likeness; and let them have 

dominion over the fish of the sea, and over 
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And every plant of the field before it was in 
the earth, and every herbof the field before it 
grew; for the Lord God had not caused it to 
rain upon the earth, and there was not a man 
W R � W LO O � W K H � J U R X Q G« $ Q G� W K H � / R U G� * R G� I R U P H G�
man of the dust of the ground, and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life; and man 
became a living soul. And the Lord God 
planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there 
he put the man whom he had formed...And 
the Lord God took the man, and put him into 
the garden of Eden to cultivate it and to keep 
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There are two callings with which humanity struggles. One is the human tendency to conquer nature. This desire

motivates much creativity, from the domestication of animals in ancient times, to genetic engineering and other

technological wonders in our day. However, the other pull we feel is to protect nature for posterity. Is nature’s duty

to fulfill human needs? If so, why do we need to protect our world?

The Torah uses different descriptions when presenting the creation of Adam in Chapters 1 and 2 in Genesis. Let’s

look at these differences in the original sources.

Genesis Navigator
o For what purpose was Adam created according to the description in Chapter 1? How is his role described in Chapter 2?
o Do these two descriptions complement each other? Do they contradict each other, or do they complete each other? Explain.
o How is the creation of Adam described in both of these sources?
o What is the connection between how Adam was created, and the description of his role in the world according to each one
of the sources?
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Midrash Kohelet (Ecclesiastes) Rabba 7:13

When the Holy One created Adam, He took him for a tour of all the trees in the Garden of Eden, and He said to him: “See how
My works are so glorious and pleasant! All of this, I have created for you! Make sure that you do not ruin and destroy My world,
for if you do, no one will be able to fix it after you are gone!”

Kohelet Rabba Navigator
o If everything is created for Adam, why can’t he do whatever he wants with it? 
o Why was this commandment given to humanity? What makes us different than any other creature?

Deuteronomy 20:19-20

When you shall besiege a city a long time, in making war against it to take it, you shall not destroy its trees by forcing an ax against
them; for you may eat of them, and you shall not cut them down. For is the tree of the field a man that it should besieged by you?
Only the trees which you know are not trees for food, you shall destroy and cut them down; and you shall build siege works
against the city that makes war with you, until it is subdued.

Deuteronomy Navigator
o Why can’t fruit trees be destroyed according to these verses?
o What is the purpose of destroying trees that do not bear fruit, according to the Torah?
o What approach to nature do these verses suggest?
o How can we reconcile the approach from these verses when compared with what we have learned from the verses in Genesis?

Maimonides, Rambam, The Laws of Kings and Their Wars 6:8-10

x What is the purpose of destroying trees that do not bear fruit according to the
Torah?

x What approach to nature do these verses suggest?

x How can we reconcile the approach from these verses when compared with
what we have learned from the verses in Genesis?
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It is forbidden to chop down fruit trees and to deny them water so they will dry, as it says in the Torah
“do not destroy its trees.” And anyone who does so will be given lashes. This applies not only during a
siege, but in all instances that one chops down a fruit tree in a destructive manner but one may destroy
a fruit tree if it is harming other trees, or it is harming the field of others, or if its maintenance is
expensive. The Torah only prohibits destroying trees for the sake of destruction. Any non fruit bearing
trees one is allowed to destroy, even for no purpose. One can do the same for a fruit tree that has aged
and bears little fruit and is not worth maintaining. It is permissible to cut it down.

This is true not only of trees. Whoever breaks vessels or rips clothing or destroys a building, or blocks up
a water source, or destroys foodstuffs, in a destructive manner has violated the prohibition of bal
tashchit –do not be wasteful…

Your Rambam Navigator

x When does Rambam allow for the destruction of fruit trees? From what word in
the Torah does Rambam base his conclusion?

x Does the Rambam allow for the destruction of non fruit bearing trees without
cause?

x What is the nature of the relationship between humanity and nature 
according to the Rambam’s position?

.

Your Genesis Navigator 

x For what purpose was Adam created according to the description in 
Chapter One? How is his role described in Chapter 2?

x Do these two descriptions complement each other? Do they contradict 
each other, or do they complete each other? Explain. 

x How is the creation of Adam described in both of these sources? 

x What is the connection between how Adam was created, and the 
description of his role in the world according to each one of the sources? 

Midrash Kohelet (Ecclesiastes) Rabba 7:13 
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When the Holy One created Adam, He took him for a tour of all the trees in the Garden of Eden,
and He said to him: “See how My works are so glorious and pleasant! All of this, I have created
for you! Make sure that you do not ruin and destroy My world, for if you do, no one will be able
to fix it after you are gone!”

Your Kohelet Rabba Navigator

x If everything is created for Adam, why can’t he do whatever he wants with it?

x Why was this commandment given to humanity? What makes us different than
any other creature?

Deuteronomy 20:19-20 
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When you shall besiege a city a long time, in making war against it to take it, you shall not destroy 

its trees by forcing an ax against them; for you may eat of them, and you shall not cut them down. 

For is the tree of the field a man that it should besieged by you? Only the trees which you know 

are not trees for food, you shall destroy and cut them down; and you shall build siege works

against the city that makes war with you, until it is subdued. 

Your Deuteronomy Navigator

x Why can’t fruit trees be destroyed according to these verses?

Your Genesis Navigator 

x For what purpose was Adam created according to the description in 
Chapter One? How is his role described in Chapter 2?

x Do these two descriptions complement each other? Do they contradict 
each other, or do they complete each other? Explain. 

x How is the creation of Adam described in both of these sources? 

x What is the connection between how Adam was created, and the 
description of his role in the world according to each one of the sources? 

Midrash Kohelet (Ecclesiastes) Rabba 7:13 
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When the Holy One created Adam, He took him for a tour of all the trees in the Garden of Eden,
and He said to him: “See how My works are so glorious and pleasant! All of this, I have created
for you! Make sure that you do not ruin and destroy My world, for if you do, no one will be able
to fix it after you are gone!”

Your Kohelet Rabba Navigator

x If everything is created for Adam, why can’t he do whatever he wants with it?

x Why was this commandment given to humanity? What makes us different than
any other creature?

Deuteronomy 20:19-20 
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When you shall besiege a city a long time, in making war against it to take it, you shall not destroy 

its trees by forcing an ax against them; for you may eat of them, and you shall not cut them down. 

For is the tree of the field a man that it should besieged by you? Only the trees which you know 

are not trees for food, you shall destroy and cut them down; and you shall build siege works

against the city that makes war with you, until it is subdued. 

Your Deuteronomy Navigator

x Why can’t fruit trees be destroyed according to these verses?

English translation and navigator on following page
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Continued: Maimonides, Rambam, The Laws of Kings and Their Wars 6:8-10
It is forbidden to chop down fruit trees and to deny them water so they will dry, as it says in the Torah, “Do not destroy its trees.”
And anyone who does so will be given lashes. This applies not only during a siege, but in all instances that one chops down a
fruit tree in a destructive manner, but one may destroy a fruit tree if it is harming other trees, or it is harming the field of others,
or if its maintenance is expensive. The Torah only prohibits destroying trees for the sake of destruction. Any non-fruit bearing
trees one is allowed to destroy, even for no purpose. One can do the same for a fruit tree that has aged and bears little fruit and
is not worth maintaining. It is permissible to cut it down.

This is true not only of trees. Whoever breaks vessels or rips clothing or destroys a building, or blocks up a water source,
or destroys foodstuffs, in a destructive manner has violated the prohibition of bal tashchit—do not be wasteful…

Rambam Navigator
o When does Rambam allow for the destruction of fruit trees? From what word in the Torah does Rambam base his conclusion?
o Does the Rambam allow for the destruction of non-fruit bearing trees without cause?
o What is the nature of the relationship between humanity and nature according to the Rambam’s position?

Talmud Sanhedrin 38a

Our Rabbis taught: Adam was created [last of all beings] on the eve of Sabbath. And why? — Lest the heretics say: “The Holy
One, blessed be He, had a partner [Adam] in His work of creation.” Another answer is: In order that, if a man's mind becomes
[too] proud, he may be reminded that the gnats preceded him in the order of creation. Another answer is: That he might
immediately enter upon the fulfillment of a commandment, the observance of the Sabbath. Another answer is: That he might
straightway go in to the banquet. The matter may be compared to a king of flesh and blood who built palaces and furnished them,
prepared a banquet, and thereafter brought in the guests. So too, Adam was created in a world that was already prepared. 

Your Sanhedrin Navigator
o Does the Talmud reflect what we have seen as the two approaches to humanity’s role in the world?
o Does the parable of preparing a banquet meal for Adam fit the approach to creation as rendered in the first chapter of
Genesis? Refer to page 1.

Talmud Bava Metziya 85a

Talmud Sanhedrin 38a
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Your Sanhedrin Navigator

x Does the Talmud reflect what we have seen as the two approaches to
humanity’s role in the world?

x Does the parable of preparing a banquet meal for Adam fit the approach to
creation as rendered in the first chapter of Genesis? Refer to page 1.

Talmud Bava Metziya 85a
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They [these horrible afflictions] came to him [Rebbe] because of something that once
happened.
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Your Sanhedrin Navigator

x Does the Talmud reflect what we have seen as the two approaches to
humanity’s role in the world?

x Does the parable of preparing a banquet meal for Adam fit the approach to
creation as rendered in the first chapter of Genesis? Refer to page 1.

Talmud Bava Metziya 85a

¢±�ª¢¥² �¢ �Þ �±)-± '�¢²©� ����¢ (¥ �«¢ �� �¢� �Û �« �§¦±�²����§¯«â� �Þ,¥ �« ��¢ �� �¢� �Û �« �§± �â¤ �¥ ��.¦¢¡±­§� :¥ �«

¢ �� �¢� �Û �« �§â� �Þ¢� �§�¢ ��]�§���,�§�¢�±���[ ?�â� �� �à� �¥ �� �«â� �� �à� �°â¡ �§ �§á¢ �¥]¥�«� ��¢�²¦¢¤¢¥�§

�³��[�Ú �¥� �¡¢ � .¥ �� ����¢ �¥ �ñá¢ �Ú¢ �± �¥á¢ �­ �© �¤ �Þ]£¥��¥³¥�«��²�±£�³�¬©¤���� [¥²¢ �Þ �±� �° ��¢ �¤ �Þ]�¤��.[

± �§Òá¢�¥]�¥[¥�«¥ :¥¢ ��]£¥[,Ì �¤ �¥�ñ �± �̄ ��©�¡¢ ²¥ .¢ �± �§Ò]�±§�[¦¢§²§ :¥¢ �� ���� �¥ ��� �°]�©¢��[¦ �  �± �§¥«

³�¢±��â³¢ �¥á¢ �¥ �«]²����¢�¢¥« [¨¢ �±âë �¢.�¥ �«¢ �� �¢� �Û �« �§± �â¤ �¥ ���¢±�ª¢ ,¦¢±­ª§� :� �§ ��¢� � � �� ��� �°� �Ú �© �ç

á¢ �³ �é ��]¦�¢� �¢�³���¡�¡§�³ ­²[¥²¢ �Þ �±� �³¢ �Þ]³�³¢��[ ,� �� ����¢ �� �Ú¢�© �Þ� �³ �Úâç �± �ç� �° ��� �Ú �© �çâ� �¥

]�¢�¦¢ ©�§¦²¢©���¥� �³¢����¡�¡§¦³�� .[± �§Òá �¥:â� �©¢ �° �� �Ú]¢ ¢©�¦³��[,¢±��¢ �³ �ç]±§�©:[

"�¢ �§ �  �± ��¥ �«¥ �ç�¢ �Û �« �§")¦¢¥�³�§° ,¡ .(â± �§Ò¦¢§²§ :¥¢ �� ���¦ �  �± �§â¦ �  �± �©á¢ �¥ �«]�¢¥«[,����°ª­�¢±�ª¢ .

They [these horrible afflictions] came to him [Rebbe] because of something that once
happened.

English translation and navigator on following page
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They [these horrible afflictions] came to him [Rebbe] because of something that once happened.
What happened? — A calf was being taken to the slaughter, when it broke away, and hid his head under Rebbe's skirts,

and cried [in terror].  Rebbe said to him “Go! For this you were created.” 
Thereupon they said [in Heaven], “Since he has no pity for others, let us bring suffering upon him.”
And the afflictions departed from him: How did this happen? — One day Rabbi’s maidservant was sweeping the house;

[seeing] some young weasels lying there, she started to sweep them away. 
“Let them be,” said he to her, “It is written, ‘and his tender mercies are over all his works.’” They said [in Heaven], “Since

he has shown compassion, let us be compassionate to him.”

Bava Metziya Navigator
o Rebbe says, “For this you were created.” From all that we have seen, what approach does this statement reflect?
o What does this narrative teach us about humanity and nature?
o Using all these sources, synthesize a concise description of how humanity should interact with the natural world.

Environment

The World Is a Human Responsibility



Rashi, Rabbi Shlomo Yitzchaki
The word “for” here indicates a question. [That is to say]: “are
trees of the field human beings able to come against you in 
a siege?” They are tormented with hunger and thirst like the 
people of the city under siege. Why should you destroy them?

Rabbi Avraham Ibn Ezra
This is its meaning:  Because you eat from [trees], you shall
not cut them down. For a human being is the tree of the
field—This means the life of humans is the tree of a field…You
shall not destroy a fruit tree which brings life to humans, you
are only allowed to eat from it, and it is forbidden for you to
destroy it in order to besiege a city.

Ramban, Nachmanides 
Rabbi Abraham (Ibn Ezra)
understood this verse
beautifully, [when he
understood this verse as a
statement and not a ques-
tion] . . . for the meaning of
“for a human being is a tree
of the field” is a way 
of emphasizing humanity’s
dependence on trees, just
as it is written, “A handmill or an upper millstone may not be
taken in pawn, for that would be taking someone’s life in
pawn,” (Deuteronomy 24:6). Our Sages in the Talmud under-
stood this verse differently. They maintained that it is allowed
to cut a fruit tree to build a siege, and the Torah says, “Only
trees that you know do not yield food may be destroyed…”
to teach that one should cut barren trees before fruit trees.”
Their understanding of this section is that the Torah warned
against cutting trees for the sake of destruction and not out
of necessity for the siege, as other armies do… You should
not do this, for you trust in God that He will give your 
enemies to you “for man is the tree of the field” which means
from it you shall eat and live, and with it [the trees remaining
intact] the city will fall to you in siege. That is to say, you will
live from it after you capture the city…

Jerusalem Talmud, Kiddushin 48b
Rabbi Hezekiah said in the name of Rav: A person will have to
give judgment for everything that he laid eyes upon and did
not eat.

Haketav ve-haKaballah, Rabbi Jacob Zevi
Meklenburg, 18th Century
Even if the intention in cutting the tree is not to be destructive,
but for constructive purposes such as building a ladder or
capturing a city, it is still forbidden to cut the tree. The reason
for this prohibition is that it is not proper to use any of God’s
creations for the opposite of that which it was intended. A fruit
tree which is intended to feed and sustain people should not
be used in a siege, which is intended to defeat one’s enemies
by starving them…  It seems more fitting to me to translate the
word ki as “like.”  So the meaning of the verse is “Just like
man, so is the tree of the field” concerning the enemy coming
in siege. Just as you are forbidden to destroy people who are

besieged if they offer you
peace and agree to pay a
tax to you, so too are you
warned against destroying
fruit trees, for you have
benefit in eating its fruits...
Trees are just like besieged
people. Just as you are
forbidden to destroy people
because of the benefit of the
tax, so too you shall not
destroy fruit trees because

you have benefit in enjoying their fruit.

Midrash Sifre Devarim
From the simple reading of the verse, I would only think
that it is forbidden to cut down trees using an ax. How do
we know that it is even forbidden to destroy trees by
drawing water away from them? Because it says “not to
bring ruin on its trees,” by any means.

Maimonides, Rambam, The Laws of Kings and
Their Wars
It is forbidden to chop down fruit trees and to deny them
water so they will dry, as it says in the Torah, “Do not
destroy its trees.”  This applies not only during a siege, but
in all instances when one chops down a fruit tree in a
destructive manner…

This is true not only of trees, but whoever breaks
vessels or rips clothing or destroys a building, or blocks
up a water source, or destroys foodstuffs, in a destructive
manner has violated the prohibition of bal tashchit—do
not be wasteful…
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Is a Man a Tree of the Field?
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Deuteronomy 20:19
When you besiege a town for many days,
waging war against it, to seize it: you are not
to bring ruin on its trees, by swinging-away
(with) an ax against them, for from them you
eat, them you are not to cut down—for are
the trees of the field human beings, (able) to
come against you in a siege?



Environment

Is a Man a Tree of the Field?

Deuteronomy and Subsequent Commentary Navigator

Jewish practice most often rests on the interpretation of verses from the Torah. The chapter from which this
verse in Deuteronomy is taken limits what one is allowed to destroy when besieging an enemy city. The
Hebrew word ki has four different definitions. It can mean “for,” “because,” “lest,” or “perhaps.” The verse
changes meaning depending on how the verse is translated. In the translation above, it is translated as 
“for are the trees of the field human beings, (able) to come against you in a siege” and is formulated as a 
question. However, not all the commentators understand the verse in this way. 

Go through Rashi, Ramban, Ibn Ezra, and Haketav ve-haKaballah, and see how they parse this verse and,
more importantly, what they derive from it.

o Which interpretation do you find more appealing, and why?
o The Maimonides source is also used in the other class on the environment. Why do you think he applies this verse to refer
to waste in general and not the specific circumstances of war?
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Look Closely and
Select a Book
WHY THIS BOOK WAS SELECTED 
o Bright, colorful pictures
o Simple text
o Highly relevant and developmentally  

appropriate topic for young children who
love/need to possess favorite transitional 
objects—objects such as blankets, teddy
bears, cloth diapers, etc. that they cling to
before bed or during the day for comfort

Identify Big Ideas
VALUES TO HIGHLIGHT
1. Bal tashchit: Not wasting, not 

destroying needlessly
2. Recycling
3. Cherishing objects: Remembering that there

is “no thing in the world without its place”
(Pirkei Avot 4:3)

GOALS OF PROGRAM
1. Highlight and connect the major themes 

of this book to daily life.
2. Involve families in a fun recycling project.
3. Encourage families to think about ways to

incorporate recycling and the mitzvah of 
bal tashchit into their daily family life.

Joseph Had a Little Overcoat 
By Simms Taback

Age Appropriate:
2-4 year olds

Class Length:
Approximately 45 minutes

Environment

This book-based Program curriculum was developed by The PJ Library.

The L-I-S-T-E-N rubric was initially developed by Ina S.G. Regosin, Director, Hebrew College, Early Childhood Institute, 
with input from Rachel Raz and Sherry Grossman.

Program submitted by Vivian Newman, Western Massachusetts: vivian@hgf.org

Joseph Had a Little Overcoat
www.theglobalday.com



Environment

Set the Scene
{ Intro Activity }

Patchwork Clothing Props 

LEADER INTRODUCTION

T
oday we’ll be reading a story about a man named Joseph who owned a special coat that he loved
very much. Joseph loved his coat so much that he never wanted to throw it away—not even when
it became old and full of holes. Instead of throwing his coat away, Joseph tried to recycle it. First

he patched it—he covered every hole with a small square of material. When the coat became full of
patches, Joseph cut with his scissors and sewed with his needle and turned that coat into something
else. You can look around at all the tables in the room and see some of the different things that Joseph
made from his coat. Right now, we want you to try to be like Joseph. Pick a table and start working on
the piece of clothing that’s on that table. Cover the clothes with patches and help Joseph recycle and
reuse it. In a few minutes, when we read our book, we’re going to use all of these patched and fixed
items of clothing to help us tell our story.

Joseph Had a Little Overcoat 
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Adaptations for Group Size and Age

Larger Groups 
Give each child his/her own clothing item to decorate. These clothing items will be smaller than the poster board
clothing items described above, about the size of an 8.5 x 11 in. piece of paper. Cut out each item in advance, as
most young children will glue over any drawn lines, making it difficult to identify the completed clothing item. Glue
sticks can be used to attach patches. 

Older Children
Clothing items can be cut out of cloth or felt. The child’s task will be to sew patches onto the clothes. Some
children and parents may require a brief “how-to-sew” lesson.

Materials Needed

• Poster board

• Scraps of material cut 
into small squares

• Stapler

• Clear contact paper

• 5–6 round tables 

• Plastic or paper bowls

Advance Preparations:

o Using large size poster board, cut out a large 
coat, jacket, vest, tie, and scarf.

o Cut numerous holes in each item of poster board
clothing.

o Using a stapler, attach contact paper (adhesive
side facing up) to each poster board clothing.  

o Remove backing from contact paper so that a sticky
surface now covers each piece of clothing.

Directions:

1. Place each poster board clothing item at a different
table. For the youngest children, one clothing item
can be placed on the floor.

2. Fill small bowls with squares of materials—2–3
children can share a bowl, although the activity
usually works best if no sharing is required.

3. Arrange several bowls of material squares around
each item of poster board clothing.

4. Encourage children to work in small groups, 
covering both the holes and the entire surface of
the piece of clothing with patches (cloth squares).



Joseph Had a Little Overcoat  

Tell the Story
{ Props }

o Large drawing of Joseph wearing 
pants and suspenders

o Patchwork clothing items 
made by children

READER’S INTRODUCTION

N ow it’s time for us to open our book, and meet this man named Joseph who loved his coat and
never wanted to throw it away. As we read, I’m going to show you some of the wonderful things
that Joseph made from his old beloved coat. Many of you have already helped me by fixing and

patching some of Joseph’s clothes, but as we read, I’m going to need even more help from you. Can you
help me name each of the pieces of clothing that Joseph makes?

ACTIVE PARTICIPATION
Reader will hold up each of the child-made patchwork props (the patched coat, jacket, vest, etc.) as
he/she reads aloud the corresponding text. The reader will pause and allow listeners to excitedly
chime in the name of the clothing item that is being displayed.

EXAMPLE:
“Joseph had a little overcoat. It got old and worn.”

(Pause in reading text and add)  

“But Joseph loved that coat, and he certainly didn’t
want to throw it away. Joseph was very smart. He knew
that everything has a purpose, and that almost anything
can be recycled and turned into something else. So
Joseph cut and sewed and made that coat into some-
thing a little smaller. Let’s see what he made. He made
a ______________________________________. 

(Reader holds up poster board jacket and waits for 
children’s response.) 

(Reader then turns page and continues reading.) 

“Yes, he made a jacket out of it and went to the fair.”

(Continue reading text and showing corresponding
props.)

Environment

The Global Day of Jewish Learning • November 7, 2010 www.theglobalday.com The PJ Library Class 3

Adaptations for Group Size and Age

Larger Groups 
Ask children to hold up their individual paper
item of clothing as that item of clothing is
described and depicted in the book.

Older Children
Ask several children to stand next to the story-
teller, proudly displaying the clothing item that
they have made. When the storyteller reads
about a clothing item, the child holding that
item will step forward and wave the item in the
air, encouraging all others who have made that
type of clothing to display it as well.



Enhance the Experience
{ Follow Up Activity }

Recycled Shape Sorters 

SAMPLE INTRODUCTION TO ACTIVITY

W hen I looked in my basement, I found many surpris-
ing things, (Show cans, jar lids, etc.) At first, I
thought, “Hmm…here’s a lot of trash, maybe I

should throw it all away? Then I thought, no, I can’t do that.
That would be going against something that we refer to in
Hebrew as bal tashchit—not wasting things.” When I looked
at all of these things, I decided that, like Joseph, I too needed
to recycle. I needed to take all of my trash and reuse it, and
turn it into something else.

I covered these cans with colored paper. Can you decorate my
cans with stickers and markers? Then maybe you can decide
which of the items in front of you might fit into your can (items
include baby food jar lids, plastic lids, plastic eggs).

So instead of saying that these jar lids and cans are “garbage”
that needs to be thrown away, we’ll turn these objects into a
very special shape sorter that you can take home with you.

Adaptations for Group Size and Age

Larger Groups 
Children can use recycled cans and boxes to make a tzedekah
box. Only one size slit to accommodate coins will need to be cut
in the lids by adults beforehand. 

Older Children
Children can use recycled materials to make sculptures, toys,
tzedekah boxes, and/or other items of their own design.
Children will have access to glue, scissors, construction paper,
glitter, stickers, etc., and will be encouraged to use their imagi-
nation and ingenuity to create their own project.

{ Follow-up Activity }

Materials Needed:

• Empty coffee cans, cereal 
boxes, shoe boxes, etc.

• Construction paper for 
covering cans and boxes 

• Baby food or yogurt lids, 
cardboard circles (made 
from boxes), other found 
items (empty film canisters,
pieces of Styrofoam 
packing, etc.)

• Stickers

• Markers, crayons, etc.

• Scissors

Advance Preparations:

o Cover can or box with 
construction paper  

Directions:

1. Encourage children to decorate
can or box with stickers and
markers.

2. Adults cut slits in plastic top of
can or on top or into the side of
the box. (Slit should be large
enough to allow selected items
to pass through.)

3. Adults demonstrate how to 
drop circular lids or other
shapes into shape sorter, and
how to open sorter in order to
retrieve the shapes.

Joseph Had a Little Overcoat  

Environment
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Nurture the Family
{ Try This at Home }

Ideas for Other “Recycled Art” Projects 
www.kinderart.com/recycle

Recycling Songs
www.everythingpreschool.com/themes/recycling/index.htm

Take-Home Sheet
A recycling checklist that families can use at home:
www.bubhub.com.au/todo-eco-friendly-family-checklist.php 

Joseph Had a Little Overcoat  
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